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*Rand article from wiki 


Films are cultural artifacts created by specific cultures. They reflect those cultures, and, in 
turn, affect them. Film is considered to be an important art form, a source of popular 
entertainment, and a powerful medium for educating—or indoctrinating—citizens. The 
visual basis of film gives it a universal power of communication. Some films have become 
popular worldwide attractions through the use of dubbing or subtitles to translate the dialog 
into other languages. The individual images that make up a film are called frames. In the 
projection of traditional celluloid films, a rotating shutter causes intervals of darkness as 
each frame, in turn, is moved into position to be projected, but the viewer does not notice 
the interruptions because of an effect known as persistence of vision, whereby the eye 
retains a visual image for a fraction of a second after its source disappears. The perception 
of motion is partly due to a psychological effect called the phi phenomenon. 


Before the advent of digital alternatives, the cost of professional film equipment and stock 
was also a hurdle to being able to produce, direct, or star in a traditional studio film. But the 
advent of consumer camcorders in 1985, and more importantly, the arrival of high- 
resolution digital video in the early 1990s, have lowered the technology barrier to film 
production significantly. Both production and post-production costs have been significantly 
lowered in the 2000s, the hardware and software for post-production can be installed in a 
commodity-based personal computer. Technologies such as DVDs, FireWire connections and 
a wide variety of professional and consumer-grade video editing software make film-making 
relatively affordable. 


On April 28, in response to Shells comments, U.S. chain AMC Theatres announced that it 
would cease the screening of Universal Pictures films effective immediately, and threatened 
similar actions against any other exhibitor who unilaterally abandons current windowing 
practices absent good faith negotiations between us.150 On July 28, the two companies 


announced an agreement allowing Universal the option to release a film to premium video 
on demand after a minimum of 17 days in its theaters, with AMC receiving a cut of 
revenue.151152 Universal later reached similar pacts with Cinemark Theatres and Cineplex 
Entertainment.153 
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